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BRITISH CROWN GREEN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 
 

 
 

 
 

 BCGBA 2017 

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 
 

 

The BCGBA are delighted to announce FRED. OLSEN CRUISE LINES as our new sponsor for the Champion of Champions.  Fred. 

Olsen Cruise Lines has defined and refined the cruise experience, and judging by the number of passengers that come back time and 

again, they seem to have styled it to perfection. 
 

The company originated in Hvitsten, a small town on Oslofjord in Norway, in 1848 when three Olsen brothers – Fredrik Christian, Petter 

and Andreas – bought their first ships and began an international shipping company. Now into the fifth generation of the family, they 

provide Cruise Line holidays to destinations all over the world. 
 

With cruises departing from regional ports in the UK to an extensive Fly-Cruise programme, Fred. Olsen offer holidays to suit all visiting 

over 200 destinations Worldwide. 

Additionally, as from the 26th May Fred. Olsen have branched out and have now launched their first River Cruise brochure with 30 

European river cruises. 
 

The BCGBA have formed a partnership with Fred Olsen Cruise Lines which can see our members receive a 10% discount* on their 

first sailing with them or 5%* if you have sailed with them before on top of any current offers. 

To find out more you can visit the BCGBA page on their website - www.fredolsencruises.com/bcgba 
 

To book, or for further information call the BCGBA booking hotline 0800 0355 108 and don’t forget to use the BCGBA exclusive 

discount code BCGBA10. 

 

Kevan Shaw was the first of the May qualifiers for this season’s 

Champion of Champions which, as usual, is being played at the 

Waterloo Hotel, Blackpool, this year on Saturday 23rd 

September (10am).  Shaw won the Lancashire Merit with a 21-

19 success over Mark Britton and will be joined by Michael 

Leach, who defeated James Hanson 21-19 in the Spring 

Waterloo, twenty-three years after his first success. John 

Kennish retained the Isle of Man Merit, and in doing so was 

winning his 10th title, with a 21-10 victory over Pete Slinger. He 

received the trophy (pictured right) from the first Lady President 

of the Men’s Association, Clare Cooper. 

 

Over the Bank Holiday weekend Merseyside, North Lancs & Fylde and Yorkshire played their Merits.  Merseyside will be represented 

by Phil Lee who overcame the challenge of James Fitzpatrick in the final, winning 21-17.  Simon Coupe and Lee Longland contested 

the North Lancs & Fylde Merit with Coupe, Champion of Champions winner in 2014, coming out on top with a 21-10 victory while in the 

Yorkshire Merit, James Hanson came through another well-supported event to defeat Chris Mordue 21-18 In the final.   

 

 

 

http://www.fredolsencruises.com/bcgba


BCGBA News / 30 / 30 May 2017                                                                                                                                2 | P a g e                                                               

 



BCGBA News / 30 / 30 May 2017                                                                                                                                3 | P a g e                                                               

 

2017 ENDSLEIGH                        

SENIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

With the defending champions, Yorkshire, sitting out the opening matches in Section 1 of the ENDSLEIGH Senior County 

Championship following the Isle of Man’s unfortunate withdrawal, North Midlands took full advantage to get two vital points on board 

which could prove crucial in what is likely to be a close group. 
 

Playing on Bedworth No 1 green, in what is likely to be the last time a senior county championship match will ever be played on this 

tricky green as the greens at this ‘banker’ venue will be going at the end of the season, they easily accounted for Greater Manchester 

by 62 with their away side going down by just 4 chalks at the George & Dragon in Hyde. 
 

Last season’s runners-up, Shropshire, had a tough start as they faced Warwick & Worcester, champions on no fewer than five 

occasions in the last seven seasons, in Section 2.  They took full advantage of a Warwick & Worcester side who were missing several 

familiar faces to win by 45 in their home leg on the Bowring Premier League green and came away from the George with 2  chalks to 

spare. Derbyshire won a hard-fought battle with Wales in the other section match, finishing with a 20-chalk advantage when all twenty-

four scores were added up.  They could only muster a single chalk victory in their home leg at Barton but came away from Gresford 

Colliery with a 19-chalk success. 
 

South Yorkshire ran riot in their Section 3 match with Cumbria, winning by 94 in their home leg at Crookesmoor Recreation and leaving 

North Scale on Walney Island with 6 chalks in hand.  Lancashire and Merseyside met in a local derby in the other match which would 

see the Lancashire side contain a number of the Merseyside squad from 2016, defecting to their local rivals during the winter months.  

The Lancastrians were rarely troubled in their home match at Horwich RMI in a 62-chalk victory and, to rub salt in the wounds, came 

away from Rainhill Recreation with a solitary single chalk victory. 
 

Finally, in Section 4, North Lancs & Fylde and Potteries & District got their campaigns off to a winning start.  North Lancs & Fylde won 

home (Bamber Bridge Catholic Club) and away (Hazel Pear) against Cheshire in an overall 47 chalk victory while Potteries & District, 

although losing by 12 at Staffordshire’s Coombs Wood venue, more than made up for their away deficit in their home leg at Biddulph 

Bowling & Recreation Club in a 67 chalk triumph. 
 

You can view all the team and individual results from the May fixtures on the bcgba website – bcgba.org – as well as live scores from 

the June fixtures as the matches are in progress. 
 

SUNDAY 4 JUNE 2017 
 

Section 1 

Greater Manchester v Yorkshire at Openshaw AEU Club (M11 1EZ) / Ossett Flying Horse (WF5 9NY) 
 

Section 2 

Derbyshire v Warwick & Worcester at Stretton BC – No 1 Green (DE13 0HA) / British Oak BC (B30 2XS) 

Shropshire v Wales at Pontesbury – Nags Head Green (SY5 0QD) / Betws-yn-Rhos BC (LL22 8AP) 
 

Section 3 

Cumbria v Merseyside at Lindal BC (LA12 0LA) / Carr Mill BC (WA11 9AD) 

Lancashire v South Yorkshire at Wigan Subscription Club (WN1 1SA) / Meersbrook BC (S8 9RG) 
 

Section 4 

Cheshire v Potteries & District at Metro Sports (M32 0AH) / Wolstanton High Street Club (ST5 0HE) 

North Lancs & Fylde v Staffordshire at Leyland & Farrington BC (PR25 4GB) / Hammerwich BC (WS7 0JE)  
 

All matches start at 2pm  
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01952 603 591 

01952 603 591 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT 

OUR SPONSORS 

AND SUPPORTERS 

IN 2017 
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2017 DRAKES PRIDE                        

JUNIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
 
 

The DRAKES PRIDE Junior County Championship got underway on the second Sunday of May with the usual mismatch of fixtures 

resulting in, through no fault of their own, cricket score victories for Shropshire, Yorkshire and Warwick & Worcester. What a pity the 

proposal by North Midlands to revamp the Junior County Championship failed at January’s Rules Revision Meeting. Their proposa l 

would have seen counties divided into three divisions in an effort to make matches more competitive for all teams.  Unfortunately, their 

proposal failed by just four votes.   
 

Defending champions, Yorkshire, got the defence of their title off to a fine start in Section 1 against a plucky Cheshire side.  Although 

going down by 132 in their home leg, where Callum Keating was their only winner and being one of only five players to reach do uble 

figures, Cheshire’s away side came away from Marsh United BC with a creditable 46 chalk deficit, winning five of the twelve games.  

They can go into their June fixture with Merseyside with confidence in what should be an interesting match. 
 

In Section 2, Wales opened their account with an overall 64 chalk win over Staffordshire, losing at home but winning away.  

Staffordshire came away from Colwyn Bay RBL with 35 chalks in hand but Wales excelled at Springvale S&SC finishing one chalk 

short of a three-figure victory.  Derbyshire, losing semi-finalists in 2016, and South Yorkshire played out the most competitive match of 

the day with only 22 chalks separating the sides when all the scores were added up.  South Yorkshire recorded a comprehensive 75 

chalk victory in their home leg but Derbyshire’s home side bettered that win with a 99-chalk victory to claim the two match points. 
 

Warwick & Worcester, won home and away against North Midlands in an overall 251 chalk victory. Last season’s runners -up, won by 

160 on their opposition’s green claiming all twelve cards and leaving the home side on just 92.  Shropshire, beaten by Yorkshire in last 

season’s semi-final, romped to a 251-chalk defeat over Potteries & District and top the Section 3 table. Like Warwick & Worcester, they 

won home and away with just a single loser at each venue. 
 

In Section 4 Lancashire won home and away against Greater Manchester in the three-team section, both by near identical scores.  At 

home, they won 220-180 while away they triumphed 222-188. 
 

You can view all the team and individual results from the May fixtures on the bcgba website – bcgba.org – as well as live scores from 

the June fixtures as the matches are in progress. 
 

SUNDAY 11 JUNE 2017 
 

Section 1 

Cheshire v Merseyside 
 

Section 2 

Derbyshire v Wales 

South Yorkshire v Staffordshire  
 

Section 3 

North Midlands v Potteries & District  

Shropshire v Warwick & Worcester 
 

Section 4 

Greater Manchester v North Lancs & Fylde 
 

All matches start at 2pm  
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LYNN NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT FOR MND 

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, our former Commercial Officer Mel Evans MBE, is very poorly suffering from Motor Neurone 

Disease and his partner, Lynn Pritchatt, to trying to raise funds for this terrible disease which saw their world turned upside down in 

April 2016 with the tragic diagnosis. Their last 12 months have been nothing but tortuous, seeing such a cruel illness strike a perfectly 

fit and healthy person.  
 

Whilst she cannot change what she is facing or change the very sad inevitable outcome, what she can do, and is utterly determined to 

do, is create a lasting legacy to Mel, a man who has done so much for our wonderful game. She intends to establish The Mel Evans 

MBE Foundation. This will be the conduit for a variety of fundraising projects to raise vital funds for research into an illness that has no 

treatment and no cure. MND is a death sentence no one deserves. A death sentence that hits the whole family.  
 

One of the fundraising projects she has in mind is a 24-hour national 'Bowlathon'. She needs to look into the idea in more detail but 

wanted to engage with each County in the first instance to gauge support. Her initial thought is that each of the 16 counties could 

possibly host an event at a suitable venue and make the event open to every player in the county. Individuals could be sponsored with 

sponsorship funding going to the MND Association. The host venue could offer refreshments/raffle to raise money for the Club.  
 

Early days yet and it would be a huge undertaking but one that would be so worthwhile and help to raise vital money for research. She 

would also hope to attract media attention which can only be positive for Crown Green Bowls.  
 

She would welcome your views please and if possible a willingness to, if nothing else, take it to your Management Committee. 
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BRITISH CROWN GREEN LADIES BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

 
 

County Champions, Shropshire, suffered an opening day defeat to Waterloo Cup holders, Yorkshire when the revamped championship 

got underway.  The Salopians won their home leg by 24 but suffered a heavy 77 chalk defeat in Yorkshire to finish with an overall 53 

chalk deficit.  Warwick & Worcester, who lost to Shropshire in last year’s final, lead Section 1 after a comprehensive 99 chalk victory 

over Mid Cheshire, going down by 6 chalks away but winning by 105 at home. 
 

There were two close matches in Section 2 as Greater Manchester and South Yorkshire just edged out their opponents.  The 

Mancunians won by 19 against Wales, recovering from a 42-chalk away deficit to win with a 61-chalk home victory. South Yorkshire 

went down by 26 at Kirkham Conservative Club but won by 37 at Armthorpe Welfare to give them an overall 11 chalk success. 
 

There was another close match in Section 3 as Burton & District also won by 11.  They lost at home by 8 against Cumbria but their 

away team did the business to come away from Bowness with 19 chalks in hand.  North Midlands top the section thanks to their 60-

chalk victory over the 2015 champions, Lancashire. 
 

North Warwickshire top Section 4 after a combined 60 chalk success over Dudley & District.  They lost by 100 at Coombs Wood but 

used the tricky Bedworth green to their full advantage in a 160-chalk victory.  Closest match of the day was between North Derbyshire 

and Staffordshire with just 4 chalks in it.  Both home sides scored 115 but North Derbyshire away side secured the overall victory 

thanks to scoring 203 at Clough Hall compared to Staffordshire’s 199 at Buxton Park. 
 

In the newly formed Presidents County Championship, North Shropshire and South Staffordshire got their campaigns off to a winning 

start.  North Shropshire narrowly defeated Cheshire by 9 while South Staffordshire eventually got the better of Merseyside by 40. 
 

SUNDAY 18 JUNE 2017 

Section 1 

Mid Cheshire v Yorkshire; Shropshire v Warwick & Worcester 

Section 2 

Greater Manchester v North Lancs & Fylde; Wales v South Yorkshire 

Section 3 

Burton & District v Lancashire; Cumbria v North Midlands 

Section 4 

Dudley & District v Staffordshire; North Derbyshire v North Warwickshire 

Presidents County Championship 

Cheshire v Merseyside; v North Shropshire v South Staffordshire 
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FORTIS SPORTS SOLUTIONS 
BCGBA approved shirt suppliers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01952 603 591 

01952 603 591 


