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BRITISH CROWN GREEN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 
 

 

 

 

 

2017 JACK & JEAN ISHERWOOD 

VETERANS INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
 

There will be a new name on the Jack & Jean Isherwood 

Veterans Individual Championship trophy this year as the 

defending champion, Noel Burrows, will not be 

representing Cheshire at the excellent Prees Cricket & 

Recreation Club in Shropshire (SY13 2DX).  However, 

last season’s runner-up, Tony Cavanagh, came through 

the Merseyside qualifiers successfully to hopefully go one 

better in 2017. 
 

There are no previous winners through to finals day but it 

is good to see a lady bowler make the last 32 in Janet 

Hargreaves (Potteries & District). 
 

This popular competition will once again be sponsored by 

GROCONTINENTAL and takes place on its traditional first Wednesday of July - Wednesday 5th.  The number of qualifiers allocated to 

each county is determined by the number of entries the respective county had at this year’s closing date. Play gets underway at 10am 

and the draw is: 
 

Geoff Davies (Shropshire)   v Bob Brown (North Lancs & Fylde) 

Tommy Heyes (Greater Manchester) v Trevor Bate (Wales) 

Gerald Merry (Cheshire)   v Roly Pratt (North Midlands) 

Robert Smith (Warwick & Worcester) v Phil May (Derbyshire) 

Colin Jones (Wales)    v Tony Cavanagh (Merseyside) 

Lee Dale (Potteries & District)  v Kevin Reilly (South Yorkshire) 

Bill Kinchin (Warwick & Worcester)  v Eric Parker (Lancashire) 

David Holt (North Lancs & Fylde)   v Paul Hillam (Yorkshire) 

Peter McGhee (Merseyside)  v Melvin Hobson (South Yorkshire) 

(North Lancs & Fylde)    v Ronald Regan (Warwick & Worcester) 

Graham James (Wales)   v Allen Jones (Lancashire) 

Janet Hargreaves (Potteries & District) v Steve Portman (Yorkshire) 

Bobby Jones (Wales)   v Barry Collinge (Greater Manchester) 

Derek Ainsworth (North Lancs & Fylde) v John Nash (Shropshire) 

Mark Winnington (Cheshire)  v Vic Gray (Staffordshire) 

Ron Williams (Isle of Man)   v Terry Bosworth (Derbyshire) 
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2017 ENDSLEIGH                        

SENIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

The semi-final line-up is now complete following the final round of section matches in the 2017 ENDSLEIGH Senior County 

Championship.  North Midlands will play Shropshire with South Yorkshire taking on Potteries & District. 
 

NORTH MIDLANDS came through the three-team Section 1 unscathed after a tremendous 40-chalk victory over the defending 

champions, Yorkshire, in the deciding match.  Following the unfortunate withdrawal of the Isle of Man, both sides had easily accounted 

for the only other side in the section, Greater Manchester, in their previous matches.  The scenario was simple, the winners would take 

their place in the last four and it was North Midlands who would be celebrating, thanks to a 59-chalk victory on Coundon No 2 green 

with the away side going down by a respectable 19 at Brighouse Sports No 1 green. 
 

SHROPSHIRE, runners up to Yorkshire last season, finished their section (2) with a 73-chalk victory over Derbyshire and a 100% 

record to boot. After a close start in which only 2 chalks separated the sides after the first four jacks at each venue, Shropshire built 

momentum to win home and away.  Warwick & Worcester’s 79-chalk victory over Wales proved too little, too late and they will be ruing 

their 47-chalk loss to the Salopians in the opening match in May. 
 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE, like Shropshire, finished Section 3 with a 100% record but were pushed all the way by Merseyside in their final 

match, the Scousers still searching for their first win.  Merseyside led by 3 after the opening exchanges but two single figure winners in 

the middle four, one at home and one away, gave the South Yorkshiremen a 16-chalk advantage with four jacks to play at each venue.  

Four home winners saw them through to the penultimate stage and an overall 17 chalk victory.  Cumbria and Lancashire played out an 

exciting match in the other section fixture.  The Cumbrians were 43 up with the last four jacks taking to the green but saw off a 

Lancastrian fightback to win by 2. 
 

POTTERIES & DISTRICT were sitting third in the Section 4 table at the start of play with all four teams on two points each, separated 

only by aggregate.  They held a slight 13-chalk advantage over North Lancs & Fylde going into the closing stages, but finished with six 

winners in the last eight jacks to win by 40 chalks overall and secure victories at both venues.  Cheshire paid the price for a bad start 

against Staffordshire in the other section match but finished just four chalks adrift when all the scores were added up.  

 

 

SUNDAY 6 AUGUST 2017 
 

SEMI-FINALS 

North Midlands v Shropshire 

South Yorkshire v Potteries & District 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 

Group 1  

Yorkshire 

Derbyshire 

Cumbria 

North Lancs & Fylde 
 

Group 2  

Greater Manchester 

Warwick & Worcester 

Lancashire 

Staffordshire 
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COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS 2017 

July is a big month for the Junior County Championship and Ladies County Championship as the final section matches will decide 

who qualifies for the semi-finals, who qualifies for the Supplementary County Championships and, in the case of the ladies, which 

four teams will be relegated to the Presidents County Championship. 

 

In the DRAKES PRIDE Junior County Championship, it’s hard to see past the current 

leaders of sections 1 to 3.   
 

Yorkshire are strong favourirtes against Merseyside in the only Section 1 fixture while 

Wales, unbeaten in Section 2, take on second placed South Yorkshire in the deciding 

match. Should Wales get beat, a big win for Derbyshire could see them leap frog both 

sides and clinch a semi-final spot on aggregate. 
 

Warwick & Worcester, like Yorkshire, are strong favourites against Potteries & District, 

who have suffered two heavy defeats, in Section 3 while the winners of the local derby 

between Lancashire and North Lancs & Fylde will clinch the Section 4 title with both 

counties level on points though North Lancs have an aggregate advantage of 22. 

SUNDAY 9 JULY  
 

Section 1 

Merseyside v Yorkshire   
 

Section 2 

Derbyshire v Staffordshire  

South Yorkshire v Wales    
 

Section 3 

North Midlands v Shropshire  

Potteries & District v Warwick & Worcester  
 

Section 4 

Lancashire v North Lancs & Fylde  

 

The decision of the British Crown Green Ladies Bowling Association to change the 

format of their County Championship has proved a huge success as there is 

something to play for in all of the final matches. Sections 2 and 3 are the most 

intriguing as one match will decide the semi-finalists and the other match the team 

relegated to the Presidents County Championship. 

 

In Section 2, whoever wins between Greater Manchester and South Yorkshire will 

qualify for the semi-finals while the losing side between North Lancs & Fylde and 

Wales will be relegated.  Similarly, in Section 3, the winners of the Burton & District v 

North Midlands fixture will be celebrating while there will be glum faces in the losers of 

the Cumbria v Lancashire fixture. 

 

In Section 1, Yorkshire need to secure victory over Warwick & Worcester to book their 

semi-final spot while North Derbyshire need to do the same against Dudley & District in 

Section 4. 

 

In the Presidents County Championship, a win for North Shropshire against 

Merseyside will give them the inaugural title. 

SUNDAY 16 JULY  
 

Section 1 

Mid Cheshire v Shropshire 

Warwick & Worcester v Yorkshire 
 

Section 2 

Greater Manchester v South Yorkshire  

North Lancs & Fylde v Wales 
 

Section 3 

Burton & District v North Midlands 

Cumbria v Lancashire 
 

Section 4 

Dudley & District v North Derbyshire  

 North Warwick v Staffordshire  
 

Presidents County Championship 

Cheshire v South Staffordshire 

Merseyside v North Shropshire 

 

RIP MEL EVANS MBE 
 

The BCGBA is sad to announce the passing of their former Commercial Officer, Mel Evans MBE.  Mel 

lost his battle with Motor Neurone Disease and his loss will leave a big void in our game. 

 

Mel worked tirelessly for the BCGBA and the sport of crown green bowls but leaves the game in a far 

better position today thanks to his efforts to secure sponsorship and promote our sport through the 

internet.  His defining glory remains getting the Waterloo Handicap back on terrestrial television which 

has been a great success and enjoyed by all. 

 

Our thoughts are with his partner, Lynn Pritchatt, and Mel’s family at this difficult time. 
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Sponsors of the BCGBA 
World Club Championship 

01952 603 591 

01952 603 591 

01952 603 591 

01952 603 591 
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#DevelopmentMatters 
 

The lovely June weather has certainly been 

great for bowling – is now the time the 

waterproofs get packed away until next 

season?! Let’s hope so! 

 

The wheels of Development are moving 

forward slowly but surely with plenty of work 

happening across the counties at local level 

and also Nationally. 

 

Development updates to the BCGBA website 

can be found under ‘Resources’. Have you 

had a look online recently at what you can 

use at club level? More work is taking place 

now ready for the 2018 season. 

 

Jodie 

 

We have recently received funds from the Trustees to support 

our Development work for the forthcoming seasons and 

would appreciate your feedback into how best we can use it.  

 

Please share your views  

by completing our survey before 30th August 2017 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NX6FMV3 

CLUB MARK 

Clubmatters will soon be updating some 

of their criteria. 

 

If you are currently working towards 

attaining ClubMark then please contact 

your Assessor who will have more detail 

of the changes from 1st July. 

 

If you have been collecting the Active 

Kids vouchers from Sainsburys as an 

accredited club then don’t forget to place 

your order by 28th July. 

Welfare 

& Safeguarding 

 

Don’t forget to keep 

up to date with all 

welfare and 

safeguarding 

information via the 

BCGBA website or 

through your County 

Welfare Officer. 

 

DBS checks, details 

of local Safeguarding 

Courses and the new 

‘Time to Listen’ 

course can all be 

obtained from your 

County Committee. 

 

 

Are you a Bowls Club in the Warwick & 

Worcester? 

 

The County Committee has recently invested 

in sets of Junior Bowls available for loan. If 

you are planning some junior events at your 

club then contact development@wwcba.com 

for more details and to arrange an 

equipment loan. 

Facebook user? Search for ‘Crown Green Bowls – Development Discussions’ and chat all things 

development with like-minded thinkers ☺ 

 
Have you checked out our new ‘Promoting your Club’ page on the BCGBA website? 

 
You can now download your own Promotional Posters and use our Open Day Guide to help 

plan a session at your club. 
 

Our funding page is also very popular. Why not visit the Resources section of the website and 
have a look around? 

 

Contact your local Development Officer through your County Management Committee or email me direct at 

Development@bcgba.org.uk  Twitter @OfficialBCGBA 

 

mailto:development@wwcba.com
mailto:Development@bcgba.org.uk

